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Only one chance for IIT, NIT aspirants to fill in choices 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/Only-one-chance-for-IIT-NIT-aspirants-to-fill-in-

choices/articleshow/47848679.cms 

MUMBAI: Engineering aspirants vying for seats in IITs and NITs will have to be very careful about filling in 

their choices this year. Since both the set of institutes will have a joint seat allocation process from Monday, 

students will get to fill their choices only once unlike before when students had the option to fill choices before 

every round. Students who fail to register on the online platform within the given window period will not be 

able to seek admissions in any of the participating institutes this year.  

 

The Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JoSAA) is also facilitating a mock allocation round to give students an 

indication of what seats they can be allotted as per their choices. An official from an IIT said, "After the mock 

seat allocation, students will get a chance to revise their choices too. However, the mock process is just an 

indication of what students may get in the actual allocation rounds and may not be the same as the actual seat 

allocated. Once students revise their choices, the allocation will change too."  

 

All candidates who have appeared for JEE (Main) are eligible to register for seat allocation (over 12 lakh) in 

NITs plus system (except IITs and ISM), and all candidates who were declared qualified in JEE (Advanced) are 

eligible to register for seat allocation (around 26,000) in all participating institutes. Students can have a look at 

the opening and closing ranks for each programme offered by IITs and NITs last year to get an idea of the 

admission pattern.  

On a website prepared by undergraduate students from IIT-Bombay to help students organise their choices 

stated that it has to be noted that once some institute is allotted to them, they can float to others, or slide within 

the institute, so students have to make sure they have good choices. "Even if you think you have a one in a 

thousand chance of getting IIT-B Computer Science for example, fill it as your choice. If you do not fill it, you 

will never get it," warn the students. The site (http://goo.gl/OQxBwU) however is not affiliated to JoSAA or 

any IIT or NITs.  

 

As per the revised schedule, the process will begin from Monday. However, since the system is taking into 

consideration multiple rank systems, the authority will have to wait for the announcement of JEE (Main) paper-

I and II rank lists. "The CBSE was asked to announce the ranks before Monday. We are hoping to get it by 

Sunday night, or the admission process may be delayed further," said an IIT professor. The delay may have a 

cascading effect on the academic session of both IITs and NITs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/Only-one-chance-for-IIT-NIT-aspirants-to-fill-in-choices/articleshow/47848679.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/Only-one-chance-for-IIT-NIT-aspirants-to-fill-in-choices/articleshow/47848679.cms
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IIMs' toughest case 

Avoid making them handmaidens of the HRD ministry 

Business Standard Editorial Comment  |  New Delhi   

June 27, 2015 Last Updated at 21:46 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/iims-toughest-case-115062700638_1.html 

Even as she has bounced from one controversy to another in her 13 months as Human Resource Development (HRD) 

Minister, Smriti Irani has never shied away from a fight - with her favourite one-liner being that she is no political 

Cinderella waiting to be rescued. But the minister may have bitten off more than even she can chew in the latest 

controversy over the draft Indian Institutes of Management (IIM) Bill. And no one from her party or government has 

come forward to rescue her as yet; on the contrary, after keeping it hanging for more than 10 weeks, the Union Cabinet 

sent back the Bill forcing the ministry to put it up on mygov.in, the government's crowdsourcing website - a decision that 

HRD ministry officials themselves have termed intriguing. But the same officials are finding it difficult to explain why the 

Bill has sought to centralise decision-making at India's premier management institutes in the corridors of the HRD 

ministry. 

 

What was more disconcerting was the way two new clauses were introduced unilaterally. If the HRD ministry and IIM 

representatives had agreed on a format of the Bill after elaborate discussions, introduction of two new clauses without 

the knowledge of the latter seems to be a clear breach of faith. In any case, consider the wording of some of the clauses: 

they talk about "regulations made by the board with the approval of the Central government," want a "coordination 

forum", whose role is to "deliberate on matters of common interest" (whatever that means) and to "perform such other 

functions as may be referred to it by the Central government." This is nothing but an attempt to make the IIMs 

handmaidens of the HRD ministry. If anybody has doubts over this interpretation, read on - the coordination forum will 

be chaired by the minister and have as members the minister of state of the Central government, four ministers of state 

governments, and the HRD secretary besides chairpersons and directors of IIMs and three others. The HRD ministry has 

perhaps forgotten that the larger IIMs are financially self-sufficient. 

 

The government may argue that as the promoter of the IIMs, it has the right to take over power to approve 

recommendations on salary, fees and even scholarship programmes made by the boards of governors. But this 

argument defies the principle of operational autonomy that any government ought to give to these institutions. The 

larger point, however, is that the idea of introducing a law to allow the IIMs to offer degree courses is flawed. The 

question of a degree or diploma status of the IIM courses is overtaken by the market acceptance and valuation of IIM 

education and merely legislating on this to allow them to offer degree courses would only mean a nomenclature change 

and nothing more. 

 

Ms Irani would do well to spend her considerable energy to other more substantive things like how to bolster skills 

education. She could also be better advised to create a proper and effective regulatory structure for the higher 

education sector. If that requires reforming AICTE, which governs technical education, or the UGC, which regulates 

higher education, so be it. That's a far more important job than trying to take over operational control of the IIMs. 

Addressing a seminar, Ms Irani had said she looks upon education as "an opportunity to redefine India's destiny". It's 

time she walked the talk and spared IIMs their toughest case study so far. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/iims-toughest-case-115062700638_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Smriti+Irani
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Union+Cabinet
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Union+Cabinet
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Hrd+Ministry
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iims
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iims


Page 8 of 22 

 

IISc alumni walk down memory lane 

June 28, 2015, Bengaluru, DHNS 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/486249/iisc-alumni-walk-down-memory.html  

 

 Luminaries of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) such as Prof Roddam Narasimha, former director of 

the National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), and Dr Sudha Murty, Chairperson of Infosys Foundation, 

fondly remembered the days they spent at the institute, on the third day of the IISc Global Alumni 

Conference. 
 

Prof Narasimha, was elated to speak about his association with IISc of more than 60 years. “I visited IISc for 

the first time in 1951, and saw an aircraft parked under a tree. I touched it, and found it beautifully curved. I 

immediately decided to study aeronautics,” he said, while explaining his fascination with aeroplanes. Using a 

lot of old photographs he recalled a number of people who made a big difference to his own life and aeronautics 

in India. Speaking of Prof Satish Dhawan, he said, “He was a remarkable person in many ways. He was 

different from others.” The session aptly titled “Reminiscence,” took the audience on a journey to the days 

when the institute was training some great minds of Indian science.   

 

Recalling her student days at the IISc, Sudha Murty said: “Until I joined IISc, I hadn’t visited Bengaluru at all. 

In IISc, Prof V P Sen Gupta and his wife Nandini were very friendly, and gave me the warmth I needed.” In all, 

there were only fourteen women students in IISc at that time, she fondly remembered. 

 

One of the oldest alumnus and former faculty of IISc, Prof S Ranganathan, who worked on metallurgy in IISc, 

recalled his undergraduate days in the Institute. “In those days, we got the undergraduate degree in two years, 

and at the end, we had to give a lecture,” he said.  

 

He also proudly said the foundation stone to the building of Department of Metallurgy was laid by none other 

than Sir M Visvesvaraya. His first visit to IISc was in 1961, to attend the Gandhi Memorial Lecture delivered 

by Sir C V Raman. 

Interview  

“My Hope Is IITs Will Become Like MIT”  

Prof C.N.R. Rao, a Bharat Ratna and recipient of over 60 honorary doctorates from across the world talks about the 

quality of our IITs.  

Bula Devi Interviews C.N.R. Rao  

http://www.outlookindia.com/article/my-hope-is-iits-will-become-like-mit/294649  

Prof C.N.R. Rao, a Bharat Ratna and recipient of over 60 honorary doctorates from across the world, worked 

at the department of chemistry at IIT Kanpur during the early and middle parts of his distinguished career. He 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/486249/iisc-alumni-walk-down-memory.html
http://www.outlookindia.com/people/1/bula-devi/16485
http://www.outlookindia.com/people/1/cnr-rao/4510
http://www.outlookindia.com/article/my-hope-is-iits-will-become-like-mit/294649
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is now Linus Pauling research professor and honorary president at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced 

Scientific Research, Bangalore. He took Outlook’s questions on the quality of our IITs: 

Are IITs today as good as they were? 

Soon after the first IIT was started in Kharagpur, in 1951 or so, I was there as a research scholar. I was one of 

the first professors at IIT Kanpur when it was started in the early 1960s. The dream of IITs that we had in the 

early years was that they will become like MIT or CalTech. This has not happened. But the IITs have served the 

country by producing outstanding graduates. The problem is that there has not  been proper balance between 

R&D and undergraduate teaching. Undergraduate education has been the main contribution of IITs and the 

contribution to R&D on average has not been as great. There are some exceptions, and a few IITs have done 

better than others in R&D.  IITs have to try to become world leaders in science and technology. 

Was it a mistake to set up more IITs? 

When the eight new IITs were announced a few years ago, it was done in a rush. The plan then was to have 

three new IITs. Somehow, three became eight and many of them were started without enough planning. Some 

of them do not have a proper campus and adequate infrastructure. We hope they’ll soon have satisfactory 

facilities. 

What are the challenges before the IITs? 

The proportion of postgraduate students in IITs is increasing. When it comes to PhDs and research, I would say 

that it is not a question of numbers; it is a question of what type of research we do. The IITs should contribute to 

the frontiers of science, engineering and technology. In this context, the contribution has been marginal, but 

some individuals have done well. On average, there is a need for improvement. I am sure that IITs are conscious 

of this and will improve. 

What’s the future? 

My hope is that the IITs will eventually become like MIT or Caltech. When they become so, they will be in the 

very top 20-50 institutions of the world. I do not want to be pessimistic. There is a great challenge ahead and the 

government has to support the IITs better. 

Running institutes hard: IISc ex-chief 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Running-institutes-hard-IISc-ex-

chief/articleshow/47857916.cms  

BENGALURU: Former IISc director P Balaram on Sunday said every time an institute tries to excel, there are 

forces pulling it down - a reference to increasing political interference in the higher education sector.  

 

He said: "Take IIT-Kharagpur, for example. It's not even a shadow of the institute I studied in. It's easy to 

establish institutes in India, but maintaining them is akin to playing snakes and ladders."  

 

"We must understand the environment our institute, or any institution, is embedded in. Every time the debate 

about global ratings comes up, we must understand there are institutes abroad that receive a lot more support, 

public resource and funding. Running our institutions is very hard," he said.  

 

He advised institutions to brace for more difficulties with funding for science in India decreasing. "Our 

economy is not doing as well as expected and funding will reduce further in the coming years. We'll have to 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Running-institutes-hard-IISc-ex-chief/articleshow/47857916.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Running-institutes-hard-IISc-ex-chief/articleshow/47857916.cms
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look at other sources of funding. Our alumni must do a lot in that regard," he said in a session on 'roadmap for 

IISc' on the last day of the IISc Global Conference.  

 

"Every year when global ratings come out, we start thinking about how to improve in the next five years. One 

has to understand how the past century treated the institute, how it treated India and under what constraints we 

worked," he said.  

 

He added that there have been constraints at every stage in every decade. "Institutions are products of what 

history has been and one has to understand how all this has affected the growth to be able to deal with the 

future," he said.  

 

Supplementing him, Prof Usha Vijayaraghavan, IISc International Cell chairperson, made a presentation on 

what the institute has been doing to improve its standing and the challenges ahead.  

 

"While we are doing a lot of collaborative work with some best universities abroad, the challenge is to attract 

more foreign students and faculty to do research here. We have a long way to go in that direction and efforts are 

on," she said. After all, the vision to be on the top is not something IISc began thinking about after the advent of 

global ratings, "it was the vision of its founder, JRD Tata", she said. 

DUTA writes to Irani to withdraw CBCS 

TNN | Jun 28, 2015, 01.58AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/DUTA-writes-to-Irani-to-withdraw-

CBCS/articleshow/47847956.cms 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi University Teachers' Association has written to the minister for human resource 

development to withdraw the proposed choice based credit system (CBCS) scheduled for implementation across 

universities from the academic session 2015-16.  

 

DUTA said that introduction of the credit system at this stage will lead to illegalities and chaos as students 

seeking admission to the university were not informed of the changes.  

 

In a letter addressed to HRD minister Smriti Irani, a copy of which was also marked to the chairman of the 

University Grants Commission and the DU vice-chancellor, it was stated that, "while the VC informed members 

of the executive council at its meeting held on May 28 that the CBCS would be implemented in the university 

from the academic session 2015-16, no mention of the credit system has been made to the students seeking 

admission to the university either in the information handout or in the online information bulletin or in any other 

form."  

With the admission process entering its final stage and the second cutoff due to be issued on Monday, the letter 

highlighted the fact that the course structure and syllabi under CBCS have still not been brought before the 

academic council and the EC. According to section 7(4) of the Delhi University Act, "the courses and curricula 

shall be prescribed by the Ordinances and, subject thereto, by the regulations." This means that the only courses 

which exist as on date are the courses to which students were admitted in the last academic year (2014-15). 

Therefore, those seeking admission this year can only be admitted to the existing courses.  

 

"We have repeatedly tried to draw the attention of the ministry and the UGC of the hurried manner in which the 

CBCS is being introduced," said Nandita Narain, president, DUTA. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/DUTA-writes-to-Irani-to-withdraw-CBCS/articleshow/47847956.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/DUTA-writes-to-Irani-to-withdraw-CBCS/articleshow/47847956.cms
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HRD Minister Smt Smriti Irani Attends The 19th Conference of 

Commonwealth Education Ministers Aat Nassau, The Bahamas 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=34998 
 
Report by India Education bureau, New Delhi: 19th Conference of the Commonwealth Education Ministers was held at Nassau, the 

Bahamas from June 22 to 26, 2015. The Conference which deliberated upon Quality Education for Equitable Development was 
attended by the education ministers of 38 Commonwealth countries. The Union Minister for Human Resources Development Smt. 
Smriti Irani led the Indian delegation which comprised Chairman UGC, Chairman NIOS and JS School Education and Literacy, MHRD. 
 
The Conference was inaugurated by the Prime Minister of the Bahamas Mr. Perry Gladstone Christie. The plenary sessions were 
chaired by the Minister of Education, Science and Technology, the Bahamas Mr. Jerome K. Fitzgerald. 
 
While responding to the issue paper on Quality Education for Equitable Development: Performance, Paths, Productivity  the Union 
Minister Smt. Smriti Irani said that there could be no more opportune time than now that the Commonwealth countries work towards a 
more coordinated and holistic approach towards rationalizing methods and processes for inclusive and qualitative expansion of 
education in the respective countries. She underlined the significance of creating common platforms for deliberations on issues of 
mutual concerns so that issues like expansion, equity and excellence could be addressed in an integrated perspective. She also 
observed that a key measure of inclusive education would require significant increase in skill development initiatives to meet the 
emerging human resource requirements. 
 
During her interventions the Union Minister observed that access to educational opportunities continues to bear the stamp of multiple 
dimensions of inequality that characterize our society: the challenges of world communities and having regard to that she called upon 
the Commonwealth countries to deliberate on this important subject. While reflecting on the issue of quality she said that the concern of 
quality in education would remain the centre stage of deliberations of each country of the Commonwealth as a key parameter for 
sustainable development and therefore there is a need to create a platform to share both the resources and the best practices. 
 
The Union Human Resource Development Minister has made five major offers which were readily embraced by all the participating 
countries. She announced that India would set up The Malviya Commonwealth Chair for Cross Border Teacher Education which will 
focus on issues pertaining to curriculum development, pedagogy, student assessment, pre-service and in-service teacher training and 
capacity development. She also proposed to set up a Commonwealth Consortium for Research which can function in collaboration with 
the Commonwealth Education hub and provide cross funding for research projects which member nations deem appropriate. She also 
announced that India would provide its e-Learning platform SWAYAM to host e-courseware developed by Commonwealth of Learning. 
In addition she also proposed that India would post digitized materials of Commonwealth countries on its soon-to-be established 
national e-Library.  Her contention about strengthening of public institutions to bring about qualitative improvements in education at all 
levels was greatly appreciated by the member countries. These specific announcements of the Union Minister became the part of 
Nassau Declaration which was unanimously adopted by the member countries. 
 
India's active participation was greatly appreciated by the member countries as also by the Secretary General of the Commonwealth as 
well as by the Chief Executive Officer of the Commonwealth of Learning. The Commonwealth Secretary General Mr. Kamlesh Sharma 
commended India for its generosity in coming forward with innovative ideas and practical financial support for increased 
Commonwealth collaboration on teacher education and research. He said that "the establishment of the Malviya Commonwealth Chair 
and the Commonwealth Consortium of Research are immensely valuable. They were warmly welcomed by Ministers as demonstrating 
India's deep and continuing commitment to the Commonwealth of which it is a founding member." 
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